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Our Greater Tampa Bay Blue Star Mothers (BSM) were honored to support and participate in the 3rd Annual Tribute To
The Troops Memorial Ride and Concert. Our Tribute To The
Troops® is an non-profit (501c3) organization of dedicated
volunteers, supporters and participants that have joined together to raise awareness to the sacrifices made by America's
fallen post 9-11 heroes and their families.
The ride began Saturday, April 13th and ended on Sunday,
April 14th. The Motorcycle ride visited 6 families of these warriors in the Tampa, FL area. Riders let these families know
that we have NOT forgotten their service, sacrifice and most
importantly – our HERO!
Honored to be a part of Tribute to the Troops. Our Chapter
provided lunch for the motorcycle riders from around the
country and our cherished Gold Star Mothers and families.
Our Chapter also conducted a Blue to Gold Ceremony at the
quarterly Field of Honor with presentations of Gold Star Banners. Thank you Donna Kistel for all you do in doing important
Gold Star Liaison work you do and to all those who came out
to the lunch to volunteer.
Our Chapter also volunteered at the evening’s Tribute to the
Troops dinner concert featuring country music recording artist
and co-founder of Tribute To The Troops, Rockie Lynne. We
so very pleased to donate 2 gift baskets for the silent auction
on behalf of our Chapter and we were truly excited to donate
the tip money we received from the lunch we served earlier in
the day back to Tribute To The Troops. Thank you also to the
evenings volunteers who helped us help make this event a
success.
Honor. Respect. Never Forget.

—
TAMPA, FL-- The remains of a local hero finally came home
Thursday after he died in a plane crash in 1952, disappearing after a military
flight over Alaska. On Nov. 22, 1952, Anderson and 51 other American soldiers were headed for Anchorage on a C-124 Globemaster II. But the plane
slammed into Mount Gannett in Alaska, killing all 52 people aboard. According
to the Associated Press, the wreckage from the crash was found soon after
but later became buried in snow and forgotten as it became part of the glacier.
In June 2012, the wreckage was rediscovered by an Army National Guard
crew during a routine training mission. A team has traveled to the glacier
every year since to try and recover remains. "I'm just glad it's happening. I'm
glad it's over," his son, Isaac Anderson Jr., said.
"I started in 1999, thinking I would never get this day. And we're standing
here together, interviewing with you and I'm getting my day," said Anderson’s
granddaughter Tonja Anderson-Dell, who has tirelessly worked to make this
moment come to fruition, just before the plane arrived.
Family members joined Air Force members and watched as American Airlines
flight 809 arrived in Tampa to a fire truck water salute. On hand along with Mr.
Anderson’s son were Mr. Anderson’s grandchildren and great grandchildren.
The stories they had heard about Mr. Anderson, his death, his values and his
sacrifices, suddenly solidified as the wheels touched the tarmac bringing
home his remains after over 65 years. Airman Anderson's return sunk in after
a flag-draped casket rolled off the airplane and onto Florida soil. "It became
real at that moment. At that moment. That he was actually home," an emotional Anderson-Dell said.
Anderson was born in Brewster but later moved to Tampa where he
eventually met his wife, Dorothy Anderson, who has since passed away. The
two had one son together. Anderson's granddaughter, said her grandfather
joined the U.S. Air Force because he wanted to provide for his family.
So far, 40 soldiers were identified and returned home to their families.
A church service was held May 18th at Town N Country Church of The Nazarene
with burial following at the Garden of Memories. Greater Tampa Bay Blue Star
Mothers were honored and humbled to serve as witnesses to this monumental home
coming. At the celebration of life service, we conducted a Blue to Gold

Ceremony and presented Tonja and her father, Isaac Anderson, Jr., with
Gold Star Banners and Fallen Hero Challenge Coins.
We were truly blessed to have Ms. Anderson-Dell speak to our club and to offer any
and all support we could in her efforts to bring our hometown hero back home to his
family.
Thank you to all who came out to welcome Airman Anderson home and who attended
the services and burial. A special thank you to Sheri Weis who added a beautiful
sentiment to our gift of a patriotic memorial quilt to the Anderson family.

Honor. Dignity. Respect. Never Forget. Airman Isaac W. Anderson, Sr. laid to
rest for all eternity. R.I.P. Sir.

May is Blue Star Mothers of America
Month
The work that we do is increasingly
important for those that have served
and continue to serve in Operation
Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi
Freedom, the global war on terrorism, and with continued deployments of our heroes. Your dedication, sacrifice, and hard work as a
member of our Chapter certainly
merit recognition.
The month of May is dedicated to all
of us and I would encourage you to
let everyone you know to take some
time during the month of May to
honor and recognize the dedication
and sacrifice of the Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. and to recognize
and celebrate our rich history and
contributions.
I hope you enjoy the article I found
on Military Moms and Mothers Day.
Please also the wonderful letter we
received from Governor DeSantis
below in Honor of Blue Star Mothers
Month

Barbara

Americans celebrate Mother’s Day on Sunday, they will be continuing a tradition that
most famously dates back to 1908, when Anna Jarvis sent 500 white carnations to
Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church in her hometown of Grafton, W.Va., for what’s
widely considered the first Mother’s Day celebration on May 10, 1908. Mother’s Day
got federal recognition six years later when Woodrow Wilson issued a presidential
proclamation declaring the second Sunday of May, a public expression of our love and
reverence for the mothers of our country.”
But the holiday didn’t become the popular celebration it is now until a bit later — a
change that came thanks to a perfect storm of factors.
One change was technological and social, as means for promoting and celebrating a
day like Mother’s Day became more available. Following the growth in consumer
products after the industrial revolution of the late 19th century, the advertising industry
took off in the 1910s and 1920s. Retailers mastered the art of using holidays to drive
department-store sales. Greeting cards and gift wrap had been invented, and the
Florists’ Telegraph Delivery Association formed to make it easier to wire a bouquet of
flowers from afar. Ironically, though Jarvis eventually came to resent the
commercialization of the holiday she had started to honor the challenges faced by her
own mother, she actually worked in advertising too.
This advertising appealed to something that couldn’t be bought, and that Americans at
that moment were craving. As more younger Americans moved away from their
homes to urban centers (including Anna Jarvis, who lived in Philadelphia), the desire
to reconnect with parents and home rose to the surface.
“Advertisers create ad campaigns to play on that sense of familial vulnerability and
homesickness. A mother isolated from her children can be made glad by receiving
flowers on the occasion,” says Leigh E. Schmidt, author of Consumer Rites: The
Buying and Selling of American Holidays and at the John C. Danforth Center on Religion and Politics at Washington University in St. Louis. “Mother’s Day plays on a
sense that people are disconnected and have lost their immediate connection. Mother’s Day is this moment in the year and where you can reconnect and reaffirm these
family ties across the miles.”
Soon enough, the desire to connect across the miles took on a more urgent tone.
When the United States joined World War I in 1917, and the war propaganda machine
revved up, the burst of patriotism came with a renewed appreciation for mothers.
Women were hailed both for raising the soldiers who were on the front lines and for
the work they were doing on the home front, such as running fundraisers for the Red
Cross. Mother’s Day was a way to thank these women for their service.
“World War I comes on the scene, and with all of these sons away at war, there are
campaigns to get these sons to send something on Mother’s Day,” says Schmidt.
“I wish that every officer and soldier of the [American Expeditionary Forces] would
write a letter home on Mother’s Day,” Gen. John J. Pershing declared on May 8, 1918.
“This is a little thing for each one to do, but these letters will carry back our courage
and our affection to the patriotic women whose love and prayers inspire us and cheer
us on to victory.”
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It takes a village and we are so grateful to be part of such a warm giving community here in the Tampa Bay area. Big, big thank yous to:
Gold Star Mothers—$250
Support The Troops—400 sets of earbuds (Thank you Nikki Smith reaching out on our behalf!)
80 Red Lanyards—Thank you Donna Kistel for making these happen

If you have received or made any donations—please let Cindy Thomas know by emailing her at rthoma10@tampabay.rr.com
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